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441—153.54 (331) Eligibility determination.
153.54(1)  Approval by county.
a. The CPC or the CPC’s designee shall determine whether an applicant is eligible for services

based on the eligibility guidelines contained in the approved county management plan for the applicant’s
county of residence.

b. The county shall apply any policies and procedures regarding waiting lists to state payment
program applicants in the same manner as it applies them to persons who have legal settlement in that
county.

153.54(2)  Certification by the department. Within 15 business days after receipt of a complete
application as specified in subrule 153.53(2), division staff shall certify the applicant’s eligibility for the
state payment program to the central point of coordination.

a. The applicant’s legal settlement status shall be ascertained in accordance with Iowa Code
sections 252.16 and 252.17 and with other applicable laws, rulings of courts and opinions of the Iowa
attorney general.

b. An application shall be approved only when funds are available. When funds are insufficient,
the application shall be placed on a statewide waiting list pursuant to subrule 153.54(5).

153.54(3)  Effective date of eligibility.
a. An applicant’s eligibility for state payment program funding shall be effective from the

application date as defined in subrule 153.53(4).
b. Each member shall be assigned a payment slot number based on the member’s application date

and commitment status.
(1) Members under a court-ordered involuntary commitment shall be considered the first priority

for payment slot number assignment, in order of oldest commitment date first. The CPC shall notify
the department within seven days of the date when the commitment order is released. When the
commitment order is released, the member shall be reassigned a payment slot according to subparagraph
153.54(5)“b”(2).

(2) Slot number assignment for members who are not under an involuntary commitment order
shall be based on the application date. For a member who was on a commitment order which has been
released, the application date is the date of the member’s first commitment order or the member’s original
application date, whichever is earliest. If there are multiple members with the same application date, the
members will be prioritized by the birth month and day (earliest birth date first). If there are multiple
members with the same birth month and day, the last four digits of the members’ social security numbers
will be used, with the lowest number being considered first.

153.54(4)  Notification of eligibility decisions. The CPC or the CPC’s designee shall notify the
applicant or member of the following decisions in accordance with CPC requirements and procedures:

a. Certification of the applicant’s eligibility.
b. A change in a member’s services, including termination of service.
153.54(5)  Waiting list. The department shall start a waiting list when analysis of submitted

expenditure reports indicates that the amount of funds needed to pay for the currently assigned payment
slots exceeds the state payment program appropriation.

a. Notice of waiting list. The department shall notify county CPCs:
(1) Before implementing a waiting list, and
(2) Promptly when the department determines a waiting list is no longer required.

b. Placement on the waiting list. When a waiting list is in effect, all new applications shall be
placed on the waiting list with the exception of applicants who are subject to an involuntary commitment.
Applicants who are subject to an involuntary commitment are exempted from waiting list placement for
the services listed on the court order when the CPC includes a copy of relevant court orders directing
services under IowaCode chapter 229 for which payment is sought. If this documentation is not included,
the application will be placed on the waiting list.
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c. Movement off the waiting list. The department shall review the waiting list every 30 days. As
funds are determined available, applications shall be moved off the statewide waiting list. Applicants
shall be served on a first-come, first-served basis, as determined by the date and time the complete
application is received in the division office.

(1) In cases where applications are received simultaneously, the applicants will be prioritized by
the birth month and day (earliest birth date first).

(2) If there are multiple applicants with the same birth month and day, the last four digits of the
applicants’ social security numbers will be used, with the lowest number being considered first.

d. Notification of applicant status. The department shall notify the CPC of each applicant’s status
quarterly, unless an application can be removed from the waiting list sooner. When the department
notifies the CPC that an application can be removed from the waiting list, the CPC shall:

(1) Verify with the applicant that the services are still needed, and
(2) Notify the applicant that service funding is available for services identified.
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